
Ecological 
Restoration:

Starting in your yard!



Addition By 
Subtraction

• Invasive plants crowd out 
natives and destroy ecosystems

• They have no natural enemies

• What invasive plants are in 
your yard?



Wisteria
• It reroots every six inches

• It is strangling trees 
everywhere

• No one seems to notice



English Ivy

• A Death Sentence for Countless Trees

• A Destroyer of Our Forest Floors

• A possible vector for Lyme Disease?



Mugwort
• Used in traditional medicine

• Flavoring in cuisines and brewing

• Believed to enhance dreams and visions

• Naturally repels insects and pests



Headlines from this rogue’s gallery:

• Japanese Knotweed.  Roots can penetrate 
rock – or your foundation!  Very tough to 
eradicate.

• Phragmites.  All those reeds you see?  It’s an 
invasive monoculture.

Tree of Heaven.  Invasive.  Attracts The 
Spotted Lanternfly – Their Preferred Host



Tree of Heaven

• First introduced to North America in 1750

• “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn”

• With no natural enemies,it spreads and 
crowds out natives

• It regrows readily from its roots

• Preferred host tree of the spotted lanternfly 



Coming For Our Vineyards:

A Public Service Announcement 

• SLF population has rebounded, spreading 
east on LI

• Remove Tree of Heaven and Porcelain Berry

• Tree funnels to trap them, or vacuum them, 
or blast with a BUGASALT gun

• No pesticides please. Let’s not ruin what’s 
left.

• No sticky tape.  Too many good insects and 
birds are killed



NATIVE PLANTS:

Restoring Ecosystems 

Replant Native, heal the soil and 
filter the surface/ground water



NATIVE PLANTS:
Essential For Our Birds

• A nest of songbirds will 
require 6000+ caterpillars

• Caterpillars in turn need to 
feed from native plants of a 
particular species

• We have lost 45% of our 
insects since 1974

• We have lost 1% of our 
songbirds yearly since 1964



NATIVE PLANTS:
Green is the new black.

• Increasingly, people want natives

• Native plantings improve water quality

• “Green homes” sell faster

• Realtors are prepping homes by planting 
native



The Bioswale at 
Planting 6/2020

• Stormwater traveling south to 
the bay would flood

• A bioswale was dug and lined 
with native plants.  

• There was no longer a pond in 
the front yard every spring.

• Plants did amazing.



Bioswale 
8/2022

• Native plants love being in their 
natural environment.  Who knew?

• The growth has been astounding; we 
are planning an intervention



Bioswale 
8/2025

• Everything thriving with 
minimal maintenance

• Ironweed, Joe Pye have 
been enormous this year



FUTURE MEADOW 
11/2020

Was a driveway for 100 years until 
10/2020.

Planted with little bluestem and 
butterfly milkweed.



The Meadow 
9/2021

• Soil Conditioning

• Cover crops

• Plan for ecological succession 



Ecological 
Succession
• Three years later….



Change Your Yard, 
Change Your Life

• Time you (re)met some of your 
fellow creatures

• Time you stopped to observe

• Time you treated yourself to 
small miracles

• What if every day could bring a 
little awe?



Wild By Design: 
Foundational Gardens and “Formal” Areas

• “Controlled wild”

• Purposeful plantings

• Spacing

• Layering 



Lose Your Lawn, 
Regain Nature

• The lawn is mostly invasive species 

• 40 million acres – only behind corn

• Little ecological value

• Fertilizers kill the soil -- both microbes 
and bugs

• Bonus:  Get a meadow in return!



Irrigation: Only To 
Start Your Trees and 
Shrubs

• June-September for 1st growing season

• Lawncare via watering it and fertilizing 
it disrupts the local ecology and invites 
in invasive plants.

• The lawn itself is an invasive species

• Long Island: Droughty with poor soil.  
Go Native!  Your yard will thrive!



Plant Densely: 
Copy Nature 

Trees:

• 4’-6’ on center

• Community development 
vs. individual plant health 

• Encourages development 
of mycorrhizal networks

• Discourages invasive plants



Bring Nature Home

• Leave the leaves and 
don’t deadhead!

• If you have room for one, 
you have room for three

• Some neighbors will 
welcome Nature!



Stewarding Our Wild Places 
in Every Community

• What of our local parks, ponds 
and lakes?  

• How do we restore ecological 
function to our woods, fields, 
and waters?

• How do we maintain these 
parcels of nature over time?



How To Get Your Native Plants:  LINPI,  Re-Wild, and at Plantstock VI, Saturday, Oct 11th 2-5

11



Native Planting Day

• Native Planting Day falls every year on Columbus Day

• The Monday holiday makes it the perfect day for 
volunteering!

• Fall planting gives you a head start on spring

• Growers are looking to pare inventory before winter

• Native Planting Day is two days after Plantstock 

• The Sunday between is a perfect rain day for each

• Hands on experience with natives like The American 
Chestnut



Returning The 
American Chestnut





Thank You!

Contact Us:

Marshall@longislandconservancy.org


	Slide 1: Ecological Restoration:   Starting in your yard!
	Slide 2: Addition By Subtraction
	Slide 3: Wisteria
	Slide 4: English Ivy
	Slide 5: Mugwort
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Tree of Heaven
	Slide 8: Coming For Our Vineyards:  A Public Service Announcement 
	Slide 9: NATIVE PLANTS:  Restoring Ecosystems 
	Slide 10: NATIVE PLANTS: Essential For Our Birds 
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: The Bioswale at Planting 6/2020
	Slide 13: Bioswale 8/2022
	Slide 14: Bioswale 8/2025
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: The Meadow 9/2021
	Slide 17: Ecological Succession
	Slide 18: Change Your Yard, Change Your Life
	Slide 19: Wild By Design:   Foundational Gardens and “Formal” Areas
	Slide 20: Lose Your Lawn, Regain Nature
	Slide 21: Irrigation: Only To Start Your Trees and Shrubs
	Slide 22: Plant Densely: Copy Nature 
	Slide 23: Bring Nature Home
	Slide 24: Stewarding Our Wild Places in Every Community
	Slide 25: How To Get Your Native Plants:  LINPI,  Re-Wild, and at Plantstock VI, Saturday, Oct 11th 2-5
	Slide 26: Native Planting Day
	Slide 27: Returning The American Chestnut
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: Thank You!    Contact Us:  Marshall@longislandconservancy.org

